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Editor’s  Desk 


A  pair  of  tourists  rest  on  a  bench  in  Washington 
Square  to  change  film  while  20  wild  parrots  screech 
overhead.  One  asks— are  those  parrots?  Both  consid¬ 
er,  then  decide— no.  Too  unlikely. 

Where  pioneer  Juana  Briones  raised  vegetables 
for  the  few  hundred  souls  who  lived  in  an  adobe  vil¬ 
lage  called  Yerba  Buena,  Gold  Rushers  arrived 
faster  than  housing  could  be  built.  Argonauts  called 
the  park  a  temporary  home,  as  would  600  refugees 
of  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire.  To  the  families  who 
left  Italy  to  settle  in  North  Beach,  Washington 
Square  was  "11  Giardino",  a  social  hub  where  pretty 
girls  met  then  married  ambitious  young  men  who 
borrowed  money  from  Italian  bankers  like  A.  R 
Giannini  and  built  wonderful  buildings  with  views 
of  a  blue  bay— like  home,  which  many  of  us  live  in 
now,  near  our  "garden". 

Washington  Square  turns  150  years  old  next 


JUIIUS 


1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Froncisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegroph  Hill  overlooking  Son  Franci&co  Boy 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 
A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 
Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


AX  motor  credit  cord*  occaptad.  /  Votaf  Porting  /  frivol*  Portia*  Watcoma 


For  reservotions  please  call  352-3042 


year-the  same  age  as  San  Francisco.  In  April  it  was 
proposed  as  a  City  landmark  by  the  Landmarks 
Preservation  Advisory  Board  and  the  Recreation  and 
Parks  Commission.  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  initiat¬ 
ed  the  landmarking  action  because  the  designation  is 
obvious  and  timely,  and  to  provide  another  layer  of 
protection  for  future  generations  who  may  need  to 
rescue  it— again.  Indignant  locals  still  talk  about  their 
struggle  in  the  '60s  to  save  the  park  from  becoming 
the  roof  of  a  parking  garage. 

To  make  the  landmark  designation  official,  final 
approvals  must  come  from  the  City's  Planning 
Commission,  Board  of  Supervisors  and  Mayor 
Brown-all  of  whom  are  welcome  here  in  the  heart 
of  North  Beach  where,  to  mark  the  designation,  it 
will  be  appropriate  to  bring  cappuccino  and  cele¬ 
brate  in  the  garden  together. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 
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North  'Beach  Investors 

“ Unbiased ,  straight  forward,  no  strings  attached  advice  ” 


R.  Scott  Durcanin 
Partner 


For  all  of  your  ROTH  IRA,  401 K  to  ROTH  IRA  conversion,  and  retirement  planning  needs 


Securities  offered  through  Linsco/Private  Ledger 
Member  NASD  &  SIPC 


1169  Filbert  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
phone:  885-2382 


web:  www.lpl.com/scott  durcanin 


email:  scott . durcanin@ lpl . com 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 


Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
415-397-6261 


(415)  433-2444 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 

New  Location  Now  Open  at 
1310  Grant  Avenue  near  Vallejo 

Fax  (415)  433-7217 


Renta-Genie 

for  low-tech  endeavors. 
Shopping  and  errands 
are  specialties  -  $  15/hr 
Genie  manifests 
by  appointment 

(415)  391-7739 
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President’s 


It’s  a  rare  place  we  live  in  and  a  rare  group  of 
people  who  don’t  take  their  environment  for  grant¬ 
ed. 

Early  on  in  the  Rite  Aid  battle  I  met  with  the 
corporation’s  regional  executive  in  an  attempt  to 
convince  him  that  locating  a  24-hour  pharmacy/con¬ 
venience  chain  store  in  the  Pagoda  Palace  Theater 
next  to  Washington  Square  would  be  opposed  by 
many  people  in  the  neighborhood.  He  wasn’t  con¬ 
vinced.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  recall  his  saying  that  I 
didn’t  have  my  "finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  commu¬ 
nity."  So  I  invited  him  personally  to  meet  with  the 
community  and  see  for  himself.  I  expected  around 
20  people  to  show  up.  More  than  100  came.  But 
more  impressive  than  the  number,  was  what  they 
had  to  say.  The  Rite  Aid  executive  and  his  consul¬ 
tants  and  public  relations  people  listened  (uncom¬ 
fortably)  not  merely  to  diatribes  against  Rite  Aid  and 
giant  chain  stores,  but  to  moving  testimonials  to  this 


Letter 

marvelous  place  where  we  have 
chosen  to  live. 

Maybe  it’s  narcissistic,  but  I 
think  we  all  share  the  feeling  that 
we  live  in  one  of  the  most  extraor¬ 
dinary  urban  neighborhoods  in  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  cities  in  the  world. 

While  my  spouse  Nancy  and  I  have  been 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  a  decade,  we  became 
actively  involved  less  than  three  years  ago.  We  went 
to  a  Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  meeting  to 
express  our  concern  about  plans  to  destroy  the  gate¬ 
way  to  North  Beach  by  demolishing  the  historic  2- 
story  Colombo  Building  and  replacing  it  with  a  high 
rise  office  building.  Little  did  we  know  that  we 
would  be  forever  sucked  into  the  vortex  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  and  all  things  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

continued  on  pg  33 


The  President, 

Aaron  Peskin 


ATM 

COLDWeU- 
BANKjSR  □ 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX,  JR 

REALTOR®  ASSOCIATE 
Previews 


'94 -'97  Top  Producer 
1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Business  415.474.1750  x298 
Fax  415.771.1264 
Direct  415.474.1845  x298 
Residence  415.788.2008 
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T  H  D  Board  Resolutions 

February  9,  1999  dinner  benefitting  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 

The  Board  agreed  to  rejoin  the  Coalition  for  San  Association. 

Francisco  Neighborhoods.  Gerry  Crowley  will  rep¬ 
resent  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  April  13,  1999 

No  motions. 

March  9,  1999 

The  Board  agreed  to  sponsor  a  table  for  the  May  8 

Social  &  Program  Committee  Report 


By  Mary  Purdy-Read 

A  General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting  was  held 
February  23  at  the  Wharf  at  Castagnola's  Restaurant. 
THDers  enjoyed  a  delicious  meal  and  an  interesting 
presentation  by  guest  speaker  Tom  Ammiano.  As 
President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  Mr.  Ammiano 
provided  an  entertaining  insider's  view  on  San 
Francisco  political  life  and  fielded  questions  about 
neighborhood  and  City  issues. 

At  the  Annual  Election  of  Officers  Dinner 
Meeting  on  April  12,  Caesar's  Restaurant  provided 
Dwellers  with  another  fine  meal,  a  congenial  atmos¬ 
phere,  and  plentiful  bar  snacks.  Guest  speaker  was 
Frank  Gallagher,  the  colorful  and  plainspoken  City 
Hall  columnist  for  the  Independent  newspaper,  who 
shared  his  perspective  on  San  Francisco  political 
life,  personalities,  and  the  upcoming  mayoral  elec¬ 
tion.  Speculating  on  the  impact  of  upcoming  District 
Elections,  he  expressed  his  belief  that  political  can¬ 
didates  will  be  paying  much  more  attention  to  the 
views  of  community  groups,  like  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers.  James  and  Firouzeh  Attwood  were  hon¬ 
ored  for  their  restoration  of  their  picturesque  cottage 
on  the  Filbert  Street  Stairs.  Finally,  members  said  a 
fond  farewell  and  thank  you  to  Gerry  Crowley, 
expressing  their  appreciation  for  her  energetic  lead¬ 
ership  as  THD's  President. 

Coming  up  ...  Plan  to  join  us  at  a  General 


Membership  Dinner  Meeting  on  Monday,  July  12. 
Members  will  receive  postcard  invitations  to  this 
event,  and  to  future  social  functions. 


Reserve  now  to 
attend  the  20th  annual 

All  San  Francisco  Concert 

by  the  San  Francisco  Symphony 

on  Saturday, 
September  1  1 , 

at  8:00  PM  at 
Davies  Symphony  Hall. 

Cost  is  $12  per  person.  The  event  is  limited  to  THD  mem¬ 
bers  and  one  guest.  Make  checks  payable  to  THD.  Mail 
with  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  "THD 
Symphony",  PO  Box  330159,  SF  94133.  Deadline  for 
receiving  checks  is  June  30. 

Checks  received  after  THD's  allotment  of  50  tickets  is  dis¬ 
tributed 

will  be  returned. 
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New  Member  Application 

For  a  Voice  in  Your  Neighborhood  Join  Tele  graph  Hill  Dwellers. 


San  Francisco's  first  neighborhood  organization  was 
started  by  a  few  residents  who  stopped  highrise 
developments  on  Telegraph  Hill.  Almost  50  years 
later,  600  members  strong,  THD  acts  forcefully  on 
concerns  affecting  North  Beach,  the  Waterfront/ 
Embarcadero  and  ...  our  famous  Hill. 

Review  THD's  past  achievements  and  issues 
we're  working  on  now.  Look  at  the  yellow  sur¬ 
vey  form  on  Pages  18-19. 

Receive  your  subscription  copy  of  The 
Semaphore  Magazine.  Read  about  issues  affect¬ 
ing  the  neighborhood.  Find  out  what  you  can  do 


to  influence  them. 

Work  on  a  committee.  THD  committees  are 

described  on  Page  35. 

Meet  your  neighbors.  Join  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  for  dinners  and  cocktail  parties  at  local 
restaurants. 

Welcome  to  New  Members  who  have  joined  us  since 
publication  of  the  last  Semaphore,  Arthur  Baum, 
Suzanne  Biaggi,  David  &  Zoe  Bonnette,  John 
Dowling,  Clifford  Ghames,  Helga  Ginige,  Don 
Hadley,  Frank  Lucchese,  Johnni  Olds,  Gregory 
Simpson  &  Karen  Sato,  James  Valenti. 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up,  as  a  member  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 
Complete  and  mail  to  THD,  P0  Box  330159,  SF,  CA  94133 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ _ _ 

CITY: _ _ 

STATE: _ ZIP: _ _ 

PHONE  _ _ _ 

CHECK  ENCLOSED  FOR  1-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
Single  $25 _  Family  $40  _  Senior  $1 5 _ 
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Planning  and  Zoning 

p  rkA/f  IV/f  I  T'T'Tr  U*  1?  F  D  A  D  T  Nancy  Shanahan  and 

-I  A  laJ&t  IVBryK  X  Aaron  Peskin 


The  following  are  updates  of  ongoing  projects  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  new  projects  that  have  been  proposed  since 
the  last  Semaphore.  If  you  want  more  information  about 
a  specific  project  or  are  interested  in  getting  involved 
with  the  Planning  &  Zoning  Committee  please  give 
Nancy  a  call  at  986-7070. 

I.  PROJECTS  IN  THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL  HIS¬ 
TORIC  DISTRICT  (This  historic  district  on  the  east  side 
of  Telegraph  Hill  was  established  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1986  to  preserve  the  largest  group  ofpre- 
1870  structures  in  the  City). 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/Alta  Street  Condo 
Development  (20-30  Alta).  On  May  5th  the  Landmarks 
Board  unanimously  opposed  the  proposal  to  build  a  six- 
level  condominium  above  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden 
and  the  Filbert  Steps.  But  the  battle  to  scale  back  this 
development  is  not  over  yet.  The  developers  may 
choose  to  take  the  project  on  to  the  Planning 
Commission  in  defiance  of  the  Landmarks  Board’s 
action  and  in  spite  of  overwhelming  public  opposition. 
Joining  THD  in  opposing  the  project  are  Friends  of  the 
Garden,  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation,  the 
Trust  for  Public  Land,  SF  Tomorrow,  SF  Beautiful,  SF 
Heritage,  the  Victorian  Alliance,  and  over  3,100  SF  res¬ 
idents  and  visitors  to  the  garden  who  signed  a  petition  in 
opposition.  We  had  a  great  neighborhood  turnout  at  the 
Landmarks  Board  hearing  and  widespread  media  atten¬ 
tion.  We  will  inform  everyone  if  and  when  a  Planning 
Commission  hearing  is  scheduled. 

2.  Other  Projects  in  the  Telegraph  Hill  Historic 

District.  (1)  The  Landmarks  Board  (with  THD’s  sup¬ 
port)  approved  the  certificate  of  appropriateness  for  a 
project  at  218  Filbert  on  the  Filbert  Steps  (Patrick 
McDermott  House)  to  add  windows  and  new  French 
doors  to  the  basement  level  and  to  replace  aluminum 
windows  with  wooden  windows  on  the  front  fa9ade.  (2) 
The  renovation  of  the  cottage  at  241  Greenwich  on  the 
Greenwich  Stairs  (which  THD  supported)  has  begun. 
(3)  The  renovation  of  37  Calhoun  is  almost  complete. 


THD  supported  the  owner’s  plans  to  bring  this  building 
more  into  keeping  with  the  historic  district.  (4)  The  P  & 
Z  Committee  will  be  reviewing  final  plans  to  legalize 
existing  additions  (illegally  built  some  twenty  years  ago) 
to  the  historic  cottage  at  1304A  Montgomery  Street. 
(5)  At  its  May  meeting  the  P  &  Z  Committee  reviewed 
the  owners’  new  plans  for  altering  the  non-contributory 
building  1304  Montgomery  Street. 

II.  PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTHEAST  WATER- 
FRONT  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  ( This  historic  warehouse 
district  established  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1983 
is  bounded  by  The  Embarcadero,  Sansome,  Broadway 
and  Union  Streets). 

1.  Proposed  Hotel  at  the  Embarcadero  and 
Broadway.  The  P  &  Z  Committee  is  continuing  to  mon¬ 
itor  the  Port’s  and  City’s  plans  to  develop  a  400-room, 
65-foot  high  luxury  hotel  on  a  2-block  site  in  the  historic 
district  that  includes  the  Port’s  property  at  the 
Embarcadero  and  Broadway  together  with  most  of  the 
block  (currently  owned  by  CALTRANS)  bounded  by 
Broadway,  Davis,  Vallejo  and  Front  Streets.  The  Port 
has  narrowed  the  field  of  developers  for  this  project 
down  to  two  and  is  moving  toward  final  selection.  It  will 
then  proceed  to  obtain  approvals  for  a  project  which  will 
require  review  under  the  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act  and  review  by  the  Landmarks  Board.  There 
will  be  public  hearings  at  the  Port  Commission,  the 
Landmarks  Board  and  the  Planning  Commission.  Two 
other  CALTRANS  parcels  are  proposed  to  be  used  for 
low-income  housing  (at  Broadway  and  Battery)  and  for 
a  new  Central  Police  Station  (at  Broadway  and 
Sansome). 

2.  Other  issues  in  the  Northeast  Waterfront 

Historic  District.  (1)  The  Landmarks  Board  approved  a 
revision  to  the  plans  for  945  Battery  Street,  a  pre-1906 
historic  warehouse  being  converted  to  offices,  to  put 
glass  in  front  of  the  wooden  doors  on  four  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  five  loading  dock  doors  (which  THD  opposed).  (2) 
Plans  to  demolish  the  contributory  building  at  150 


continued  on  page  10 
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EIGHBORHOQB  1 

Beautification 

C () M M I T T E 1;  REPORT  B1 Shember and “ 


CITY- WIDE  GREAT  SWEEP 

Thanks  for  participating  in  the  City-Wide  Great 
Sweep! 

On  May  15  volunteers  helped  make  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  a  little  more  beautiful  by  pushing  brooms 
and  stuffing  trash  into  bags.  Later,  we  headed  out 
for  lunch-tired  but  satisfied. 

MURALS 

The  mural  project  is  desperately  in  need  of  help. 
Many  interesting  ideas  have  been  suggested,  how¬ 
ever,  we  need  help  to  make  them  happen.  Anyone 
interested  in  any  of  the  following  possibilities?  A 
restoration  of  the  Jazz  mural  at  Columbus  and 
Broadway;  a  personality  series  of  small  murals 
showing  figures  of  historically  important  people  to 
this  area,  such  as  Herb  Caen,  Juana  Briones  and 
Jack  Kerouac;  and  a  parrot  mural  depicting  Mark 
Bittner  and  the  flock  are  just  some  ideas.  Please  let 
us  know  if  you  would  like  to  work  on  any  of  these 
projects  or  have  another  idea  to  suggest  and  work 
on.  We  need  help  in  contacting  building  owners  of 
possible  sites,  in  researching  city  procedures  and  in 
getting  approvals. 

AWARDS 

We  awarded  our  very  first  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Preservation  Award  at  the  April  dinner  to  Firouzeh 
and  James  Attwood  for  their  heroic  efforts  to 
restore  and  preserve  their  cottage  and  the  Grace 
Marchant  Gardens  on  the  Filbert  Steps.  Without 
their  involvement,  sacrifices  and  hard  work,  the 
garden  and  their  cottage  would  not  exist  today. 
Please  join  us  in  thanking  them  for  this  beautiful 
legacy. 


At  the  dinner  we  also  presented  gifts  to  our 
outgoing  board  members  and  officers.  An 
engraved  wine  cooler  and  a  49er  blanket  were 
given  to  Gerry  Crowley  for  her  incredible  work  as 
THD  President.  Her  tireless  energy  and  leadership 
will  be  missed.  Outgoing  board  members  Nancy 
Shanahan,  Julienne  Christensen,  and  Stan  Hayes 
were  given  framed  certificates  of  appreciation  and 
a  special  award  was  made  to  Rhoda  Robinson:  life¬ 
time  membership  in  THD!  Thank  you  so  much  for 
all  your  efforts,  both  on  the  board  and  within  the 
organization. 

Lastly,  it's  that  time  again!  Look  around  and  let  us 
know  whose  fabulous  garden  should  be  recognized 
for  a  Green  Thumb  award.  Everything  is  in  bloom 
so  it  is  a  good  time  to  look  for  nominations;  feel 
free  to  contact  us  with  your  ideas. 


Sean  O’Donnell 
Handyman 

“Anything  can  be  fixed 
except  a  fallen  souffle.” 

30  years  experience. 

Local  &  neighborhood  references. 

A  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller 
since  1982 

415-398-1205 
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POLICE  LIAISON 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

By  Dale  Weidmer 

This  new  committee  welcomes  ideas  for  improving 
neighborhood  safety.  THD  has  an  excellent  working 
relationship  with  Captain  Goldberg  and  his  staff  at 
Central  Station.  Two  years  ago,  a  meeting  between 
Lieutenant  Tom  Del  Torre  and  close  to  a  hundred 
neighbors  resulted  in  improved  street  and  residence 
lighting;  significantly,  robbery  stats  went  down.  In 
an  interview  for  the  last  Semaphore ,  Del  Torre 
reminded  that  SFPD  depends  on  us  residents— the 
eyes  and  ears  of  the  neighborhood-to  report  suspi¬ 
cious  activities. 

Coit  Tower's  parking  lot  has  unfortunately 
become  a  problem  area  for  "auto  boostings"  (the 
police  term  for  forced  auto  entry  and  theft  of  con¬ 
tents).  SFPD  statistics  show  15  incidents  reported 
January-March,  but  concessionaires  at  the  Tower 
say  they  are  aware  of  at  least  20,  some  victims, 
according  to  Captain  Goldberg,  may  have  failed  to 
report  the  boostings  which  typically  occur  between 
5:00-7:00  PM,  aimed  principally  at  female  tourists, 
or  anyone  who  has  left  their  cars  unlocked.  Locals 
who  want  to  help  solve  this  problem  have  suggested 
ideas.  Trimming  shrubs  around  the  parking  lot 
would  help  eliminate  "cover"  for  the  culprits  who 
escape  on  foot.  Another  public  telephone  would  pro¬ 
vide  victims  quicker  access  to  assistance.  Neighbors 
may  help  place  warning  signs  (displayed  in  other 
tourist  dense  high-theft  areas  of  the  City)  at  Coit 
Tower  until  this  particular  crime  wave  is  over.  The 
point  is— we  want  to  work  with  SFPD  to  keep  our 
neighborhood  safe.  This  committee  can  be  a  conduit 
to  defining  action  steps. 

Crime  Statistics:  End-of-month,  and  year-to- 
date,  are  now  available  on  the  net.  You  can  access 
stats  compiled  for  Central  Station  (our  SFPD  dis¬ 
trict)  at  http://www.ci.sf.us/police.  My  net  contact  is 
weidmersf@aol.com. 


Planning  and  Zoning 

cont.  from  pg  8 

Green  Street  appear  to  be  on  hold.  (3)  The  Landmarks 
Board  approved  plans  for  new  steel  windows,  entrance 
door,  canopy  and  other  minor  alterations  and  repairs  to 
the  contributory  building  at  1035  Battery  Street  (which 
THD  did  not  oppose).  (4)  The  Landmarks  Board 
approved  II  Fornaio’s  plans  (which  THD  did  not  oppose) 
to  remove  and  replace  the  existing  solarium  and  canvas 
awning  exterior  addition  with  a  larger  one  appended  to 
Landmark  No.  102,  the  Italian  Swiss  Colony  Building  at 
1265  Battery  Street.  (5)  The  Landmarks  Board 
approved  plans  (which  THD  did  not  oppose)  to  repair 
fire  damage  to  the  contributory  building  at  250 
Broadway  including  new  industrial  sash  windows  and  a 
new  handicap  accessible  front  entrance. 

III.  PROPOSED  NEW  LANDMARK/SURVEY  OF 
HISTORIC  NORTH  BEACH 

1.  Washington  Square  Park  Landmark 
Nomination.  On  April  21st  the  Landmarks  Board  unan¬ 
imously  approved  the  nomination  of  Washington  Square 
to  become  the  next  City  Landmark.  Having  already 
received  formal  support  from  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
Commission  and  the  Arts  Commission,  the  next  steps  in 
the  approval  process  are  the  Planning  Commission  and 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  We  will  let  everyone  know 
when  these  dates  have  been  set.  January,  2000  marks  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Washington  Square  Park,  one  of  the 
city’s  original  three  parks  and  the  only  one  which  hasn’t 
been  turned  into  the  roof  of  an  underground  parking 
garage.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  want  a  copy  of  the 
excellent  report  on  the  park’s  history  prepared  by  volun¬ 
teer  Kate  Nichols,  a  former  San  Francisco  City  Planner 
who  now  works  for  the  Port  of  Oakland. 

2.  North  Beach  Historic  Survey.  Given  the  City 
Planning  Department’s  lack  of  funds  to  accomplish  sur¬ 
veys  of  our  City’s  historic  resources,  we  are  working 
with  Supervisor  Becerril  to  have  the  City  recognize  the 
existing  North  Beach  Historic  survey  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1982  with  a  federal  grant  and  local  efforts.  We 
hope  to  raise  funds  and  enlist  volunteers  to  have  the  sur¬ 
vey  report  updated  by  architectural  historian  Anne 
Bloomfield  who  worked  on  the  original  survey. 

cont.  on  pg  11 
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IV.  NORTH  BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD  COMMER¬ 
CIAL  DISTRICT  (In  1987  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
adopted  the  North  Beach  Neighborhood  Commercial 
District  (NBNCD)  Ordinance  to  maintain  the  character 
and  mix  of  businesses  in  North  Beach). 

1.  New  Initiatives  for  the  NBNCD.  In  response  to 
our  community  fight  to  keep  Rite  Aid  out  of  the  Pagoda 
Theater,  to  slow  conversions  to  restaurants  and  to  keep 
chain  stores  from  taking  over  North  Beach,  a  special 
subcommittee  of  the  P  &  Z  Committee  has  been  work¬ 
ing  in  recent  months  on  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the 
businesses  in  the  district.  (See  special  update  on  North 
Beach  Commercial  District  Survey  on  page  28)  The 
subcommittee  hopes  to  use  this  information  to  formulate 
and  propose  appropriate  amendments  to  the  NBNCD 
ordinance  and  to  explore  ways  to  benefit  our  commercial 
district  by  helping  to  recruit  neighborhood-serving  busi¬ 
nesses  that  would  help  maintain  the  small  scale  and 
character  of  the  area.  In  this  regard,  the  subcommittee 
heard  a  presentation  about  the  State  of  California’s  Main 
Street  Program  to  see  if  that  program  might  be  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  commercial  district.  We  are  also  continuing  to 
work  with  Supervisor  Mark  Leno. 

2.  1351  Grant  Avenue  (formerly  Figone’s 


jFIave  you  beard  ••• 

who's  moved  into  the  neighborhood  now? 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 
1288  Columbus  (@  Bay) 

Plenty  of  parking! 

Packing/Shipping  UPS/FedEx 
Mailbox  Services  Copies 
Notary 

885-7177 

Stop  in  to  meet  owners  Maryjane  &  Angela 


Hardware).  By  a  vote  of  4-3,  the  Planning  Commission 
approved  the  conversion  of  this  space  to  a  restaurant/bar. 
The  plans  as  approved  include  demolishing  the  existing 
storefront  and  creating  a  Savoy-Tivoli  type  outdoor 
patio.  THD,  Russian  Hill  Neighbors  and  North  Beach 
neighbors,  along  with  many  nearby  residents,  opposed 
the  conditional  use  permit,  arguing  that  there  is  an  undue 
concentration  of  restaurants  and  bars  in  this  area  and  that 
the  continuing  trend  of  converting  non-restaurant  spaces 
to  restaurants  results  in  the  loss  of  neighborhood  serving 
businesses.  We  have  met  with  the  project  sponsor  and 
their  representatives  to  urge  them  to  maintain  the  exist¬ 
ing  storefront  and  as  much  of  the  interior  space  as  possi¬ 
ble. 

3.  2  Nobles  Alley  (at  Grant  Avenue).  This  proposed 
project  would  demolish  a  small  cottage  and  replace  it 
with  a  4-story  building  at  the  corner  of  Grant  Avenue 
and  Nobles  Alley.  Local  neighbors  appealed  the 
Planning  Department’s  determination  that  this  project 
would  have  no  negative  impacts  on  the  area  and  asked 
that  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  be  required. 
In  addition,  the  Chinatown  Community  Development 
Corp.  filed  for  Discretionary  Review  (DR)  of  this  pro¬ 
ject  on  the  basis  that  the  proposed  demolition  of  this  cot- 

continued  on  pg  13 


°lW-SAN  RIMO  IK  >111 

•  1906  Historic  Hotel 
•$50  -  $80  nightly 

“When  I  found  the  San  Remo, 
I  knew  I  had  struck  gold.” 

-  Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 
Space  available  for  events  &  meetings 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chesnut 
(800)352-REMO  *(415)  776-8688 
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Web  Site 
www.thd.org 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945), 
a  longtime  THDer  and  former  officer 
has  set  up  this  exclusive  site  for 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Access  it  to 
see  the  sensational  look  he  has  creat¬ 
ed,  impressive  to  local  and  internation¬ 
al  browsers  alike.  Lend  him  pho¬ 
tographs  and  graphics  relevant  to  the 
Hill  that  he  can  scan  in.  Call  or  e-mail 
information  about  upcoming  meetings 
in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City  agen¬ 
cies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want 
the  rest  of  us  to  know  about  between 
Semaphores. 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Vbhst  forking  Ekmqireh  up  to  200 
1512 Stockton  Srr**t  (415)392*1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 
Pacific 

Serving  continuously  from  Mis  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  St  rests  (41S) 434-2248 


WmW? 

*CH 


Coming  in  the 
Fall  Semaphore: 

1 870's  Muybridge 
photo  of  Telegraph  Hill 
from  a  vantage  point 
long  gone.  Collector  of 
historic  San  Francisco 
photos,  Greg  Gaar, 
invites  us  to  his 
September  20 
slide  show. 

7:00  PM  at  Tel-Hi 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  6c  RAGAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
1416)  000-5050 

08  KEARNY  ST..  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  04I00-3S30  1410)  302-1.431 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS,  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PATIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)981-2540 
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tage  would  displace  a  low-income  family  and  reduce  the 
area’s  low/moderate  income  housing  stock.  THD’s 
Board  of  Directors  shares  the  Chinatown  Development 
Center’s  concern  in  this  regard.  The  hearing  on  the  DR 
is  tentatively  scheduled  for  June  3rd  at  the  Planning 
Commission. 

3.  295  Bay  Street  (North  Point  Theater).  A  current 
proposal  is  to  covert  this  theater  to  ground  floor 
retail/commercial  with  office  space  on  upper  floors. 
According  to  a  recent  article  in  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner,  Rite  Aid  is  the  prospective  commercial  ten¬ 
ant.  The  project  sponsor  has  been  invited  to  make  a  pre¬ 
sentation  to  the  P  &  Z  Committee. 

4.  Other  issues  in  the  NBNCD.  (1)  Plans  to  reopen 
524  Union  Street  (formerly  Silhouettes  Bar)  have 
stalled  due  to  a  protest  of  the  liquor  license  application 
filed  with  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  Board  by  neigh¬ 
bors  across  the  street.  (2)  The  Planning  Department  has 
informed  us  that  the  owner  of  817  Columbus  has 
applied  to  add  two  stories  to  this  one  story  commercial 
building.  The  project  sponsor  has  been  invited  to  make 
a  presentation  at  the  next  P  &  Z  Committee  meeting. 

V.  BROADWAY  NEIGHBORHOOD  COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT  (This  Commercial  District  extends  along 
Broadway  from  west  of  Columbus  Ave  to  Osgood  Place). 

1.  412  Broadway  (formerly  the  Stone).  This  space 
has  been  undergoing  extensive  internal  remodeling  in 
preparation  for  a  new  15,000  sq.  ft.  adult  entertainment 
establishment  to  be  called  "Boys  Toys".  While  the 
Planning  Code  prohibits  new  adult  entertainment  estab¬ 
lishments  within  1,000  feet  of  an  existing  adult  enter¬ 
tainment  use  which  is  to  be  the  case  here,  we  understand 
that  the  project  sponsor  contends  that  his  proposed  use 
does  not  constitute  adult  entertainment  as  defined  in  the 
Planning  Code.  At  a  minimum,  the  project  will  require 
a  conditional  use  authorization  (CUA)  from  the  Planning 
Commission  because  of  its  size.  Representatives  of 
THD  and  the  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce  met 
with  the  project  sponsor  who  will  come  to  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  P  &  Z  Committee  to  make  a  presentation. 

2.  Streetscape  Improvement  Planning  for  the 
Broadway  Corridor.  A  series  of  five  monthly  commu¬ 
nity  meetings  are  being  held  to  develop  a  streetscape 
improvement  plan  for  the  Broadway  Corridor.  THD  was 


represented  at  the  first  meeting  held  on  April  22nd  —  the 
next  will  be  held  on  May  25th.  This  effort  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  in 
conjunction  with  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Public  Works,  the  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Chinatown  Community  Development  Center. 
Call  Nancy  if  you  want  to  be  involved. 

VI.  UPDATES  ON  OTHER  PROJECTS 

1.  1-Hotel/Colombo  Building  Project.  On  April  29th, 
the  Superior  Court  heard  oral  arguments  in  the  lawsuit 
filed  by  Friends  of  the  Colombo  Building  against  the 
City  College  Board  of  Trustees  to  challenge  their  certifi¬ 
cation  of  the  final  EIR  and  approval  of  a  project  to 
acquire  the  Colombo  and  Fong  Buildings,  demolish 
these  two  historic  buildings,  displace  21  low-income 
families  and  construct  on  these  sites  a  massive  8-story, 
120-foot  high  campus  facility.  As  of  the  date  of  publi¬ 
cation,  the  court  has  not  issued  its  decision.  We  under¬ 
stand  from  sources  at  City  College  that  they  are  looking 
at  ways  to  save  the  Colombo  Building.  (For  a  detailed 
explanation  of  this  complex  project,  see  the  article  titled 
"Gateway  Going  Down?"  in  the  Fall  1998  issue  of  the 
Semaphore.) 

2.  1301  Sansome  Street  (Walter’s  Warehouse).  The 
conversion  and  renovation  of  this  warehouse  to  offices  is 
almost  complete.  In  response  to  the  concerns  of  the 
nearby  residents  of  Filbert  Steps/Napier  Lane,  the 
Planning  Commission  required  the  project  sponsor  to 
address  noise  issues  as  a  special  condition  to  approval  of 
the  conversion  of  this  building  from  warehouse  use  to 
offices. 

3.  1403-1405  Montgomery  Street.  This  project 
began  with  the  building  owner’s  eviction  of  all  of  the 
tenants  in  the  four  units  in  the  building  at  1403 
Montgomery  under  the  Ellis  Act,  a  state  law,  in  order  to 
combine  the  building  with  the  adjacent  building  at  1405 
to  create  one  large  single  family  home.  Because  the  pro¬ 
ject  would  result  in  the  permanent  elimination  of  four 
rental  units,  the  Planning  Commission  disapproved  this 
2-building  consolidation  based  on  a  determination  that 
the  project  is  not  consistent  with  the  City’s  General  Plan 
which  requires  the  retention  of  housing  stock.  The  pro¬ 
ject  applicant  appealed  this  denial  and  the  Board  of 
Appeals  overturned  the  Planning  Commission’s  deci- 

continued  on  page  25 
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Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Parking/Traffic  Committee  May  7 ,  19  9  9 


COMMITTEE  GOALS  AND  NAME  CHANGE:  The  City-wide,  even  regional,  transportation  impacts  on  North  Beach 
and  Telegraph  Hill  have  become  increasingly  significant.  The  origins  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  include  the  saving  of  the 
Coit  39  Bus  line  and  the  curtailing  of  freeway  construction  around  and  through  North  Beach.  We  have  worked  on  many 
transportation  issues,  recently  supporting  the  Central  Freeway  Boulevard.  Thus,  Parking  and  Transportation  Committee. 


Things  To  Do 


Priorities 


BROADWAY  CORRIDOR  IMPROVEMENTS:  First  community 
meeting  held  to  discuss  beautification  of  Broadway,  between  Columbus  and 
Embarcadero.  Chinatown  Community  Development  Center,  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  community  groups  and  DPW  are  involved. 


•  Next  meeting  on  May  25,5:30  pm, 
probably  at  John  Yehall  Chin  School 
on  Broadway  (betw.  Montgomery 
and  Sansome). 


PEDESTRIAN  RIGHTS:  Traffic  increasingly  overriding  pedestrian 
rights.  Community  members  noted  dangerous  crosswalks  w/few  lights. 


•  Discuss  and  invite  Fred  Crisp  of 
Central  Police  Station. 


VALET  PARKING:  Continued  valet  use  of  street  parking  and  sidewalks. 
DPT  has  seen  more  restaurants  under  100  seats  working  with  valet 
operators  to  get  valet  licenses  (allowed  if  valet  contract  is  shown). 


•  Discuss  enforcement  with  Police. 

•  DPT  needs  to  assure  there  is  copy  of 
valet  contract  (licenses  for  2  years). 


MEETING  WITH  SUPERVISOR  BECERRIL ;  THD  group  met 


Good  to  follow  up  later. 


BROADWAY  COMMUNITY  VALET  ZONES:  Celebrity  Valet  Co  no 
longer  has  contract  with  Black  Cat.  Perhaps,  can  still  consolidate  parts  of 
public  valet  zones  on  north/south  sides  of  Broadway,  between  Columbus 
and  Keamy.  Consolidation  of  white  zones  in  progress,  through 
conventional  processes.  Later,  directional  signs  and  ad  campaign. 


•  DPT  to  consolidate  white  zones. 

•  DPT  to  use  dual  use/  metered 
colored  zones  when  possible. 

•  Study  sign  designs  w/DPT  shop. 

•  Coordinate  w/“Celebrity  Valet”. 


UNION/  POWELL  COMMUNITY  VALET  ZONE:  Two  white  zones 
set.  But  delay  in  valet  due  to  unforeseen  contract  cost. 


Little  City  is  working  with  other 
garages  and  valet  companies. 


PUBLIC  TRANSPORTATION:  Paul  Switzer  is  working  with  Muni  to 
study  Coit  39  bus  route,  anticipating  construction  issues  relating  to  Pioneer 
Park  Project.  Without  affecting  residents’  parkmg  needs,  Telegraph  Hill 
Blvd.  road  controls  could  save  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


•  Study  Coit  39  Bus  loop  to  key  points 
could  be  long-term  benefit. 

•  Muni  initiative  ballot  measure  is 
available  for  review. 


NORTH  BEACH  GARAGE:  Encourage  more  THD  and  community 
participation  in  design  which  has  been  minimal..  Much  concern  about  the 
direction  of  art  work  on  facade  of  building. 


•  Need  to  include  community 
participation  in  process. 


SHUTTLE  BUSES:  Study  merging  Chinatown  Shuttle  w/  North  Beach. 


•  Support  renewal  of  Federal  Grant. 


TOUR  BUSES/  LIMOS:  Buses  idling  for  more  than  15  minutes. 


•  Tom  Folks  said  it  is  illegal  to  idle. 


COMMUNITY  PARKING  OFFICERS:  New  groups  formed 


•  Tom  Folks:  Community  meeting 


Parking/  Traffic  Meetings  are  Second  Saturdays  at  11  am  of  each  month  at  Little  City  Restaurant  Union  at  Powell  Streets  1 
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Volunteers  pose  around  the  new  Coast  Live  Oak  tree 
they  planted  on  the  Hill 


The  Pyramid  behind  them,  workers  flash  A  guy  thing— 4  boys  and  Joe  Butler  stare  at  a  hole  in  the  ground, 

the  peace  sign. 


Pioneer  Park  Gardener  Richard  Bach  supervises  work 


The  newest  volunteers  for  THD's  Pioneer  Park  Project 
are  4th  and  5th  graders  from  the  Yick  Wo  School. 
Special  thanks  to  Irving  Leung  and  Jerry  Ehrmann, 
their  teachers  and  to  Miles  Deniston  Coordinator  of 
Youth  in  Environmental  Service,  who  put  us  together. 


LISA  STEADMAN 


Girls  check  the  progress  of  “their”  artemesia  bush 
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Members  of  the  STOP  Committee  contributed  to  this  article 

The  one  year  anniversary  has  come  and  gone. 

In  April,  1998,  the  City  demolished  the  North 
Beach  Garage  (pictured  below).  The  neon 
sign  stripped  from  the  1920  structure  lies  vandalized 
on  the  site  at  735  Vallejo  where  the  police  who  staff 
Central  Station  across  the  street  can  park  free— one 
benefit,  anyway.  Everybody  else  is  angry,  certainly 
local  restaurant  owners  and  merchants  who  have  lost 
prime  customer  parking,  and  neighbors  who  failed 
to  convince  the  City  to  give  up  the  idea  of  spending 
a  fortune  on  a  larger  structure  for  a  slim  yield-rela¬ 
tive  to  costs  estimated  at  over  $100,  000  per  space, 
including  costs  of  land,  demolition  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion.  Obviously,  income  from  the  garage  has  ceased. 

Some  claim  it  was  a  "vindictive  demolition"  to 
pay  back  the  community  for  putting  up  a  long  fight. 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  did  its  best  to 
mediate  the  divisive  issue.  The  City 
agreed  with  THD  to  limit  the  height  of 
the  new  structure  to  forty  feet.  But 
other  agreements— to  not  demolish  the 
garage  until  plans  for  a  new  structure 
were  approved  and  ready  to  be  built, 
and  meaningful  community  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  new  design— were  ignored. 

STOP  (Snarled  Traffic  Obstructs 
Progress),  a  separate  organization 
comprised  of  residents  of  North 
Beach,  Russian  Hill  and  Telegraph 
Hill,  lost  its  Superior  Court  case  to 
prevent  the  demolition,  but  STOP  has 
appealed  the  judge's  decision.  This 
appeal  asks  the  court  to  require  the 
City  to  respect  the  limitations  of  its 
own  Planning  Code  which  requires  set 
backs-margins  of  land  around  por¬ 


tions  of  all  buildings  in  the  North  Beach 
Commercial  District— to  prevent  blocking  out  light 
and  air  to  adjacent  residences  and  small  businesses. 
For  the  new  garage  to  be  cost  effective,  the  City 
needs  to  "grant  itself"  a  variance  excepting  it  from 
the  set  back  requirements  in  order  to  utilize  100%  of 
the  lot.  Approximately  twenty  eight  SRO  units  in 
surrounding  buildings  would  be  adversely  affected. 

Although  THD  acquiesed  on  the  condition  that 
the  old  garage  not  be  torn  down  until  the  City  was 
ready  to  build  a  new  one,  the  City  tore  it  down  a  year 
before  they  had  an  acceptable  bid  for  a  new  garage. 
Had  the  City  adhered  to  THD's  reasonable  condi¬ 
tions,  it  would  not  have  created  a  lose-lose  situation 
which  has  disappointed,  inconvenienced  and 
angered  everyone. 


Photo  of  the  demolished  North  Beach  Garage  by  local  photographer  Dennis  Hearne 
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WHO’S  NEWIS1 

Introducing  Maw  Board  Members 

By  Billie  Atlas 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  hit  the  jackpot  this  year 
with  five  outstanding  new  Board  members.  They're 
a  diverse  group  in  age,  background,  education,  occu¬ 
pation,  who  have  in  common  an  enduring  affection 
for  our  neighborhood  and  a  determination  to  pre¬ 
serve  its  unique  character  into  the  new  Millenium. 

Aaron  Peskin 

Don't  try  to  arm-wrestle  Aaron  Peskin.  THD's  new 
President  has  brawn  as  well  as  brains.  He  once 
cycled  cross-country  in  53  days.  He  swims  regular¬ 
ly  in  all  kinds  of  weather  as  a  member  of  South  End 
Rowing  Club  and  its  Sunrise  Club.  He  enjoys  back- 
country  skiing,  which  means  making  your  own 
trails;  mountain  climbing  (including  the  Himalayas), 
and  other  rugged  hiking— interests  he  shares  with  his 
wife,  Nancy  Shanahan.  Most  THDers  know  Aaron 
and  Nancy  as  the  hard-working  co-chairs  of  our 
Planning  &  Zoning  Committee  which  is  dedicated  to 
protecting  the  Hill's  historic  resources  and  character. 
Aaron's  interest  in  conservation  dates  back  to  his 
undergrad  days  at  U.  C.  Santa  Cruz  where  he  tack¬ 
led  a  demanding  interdisciplinary  major  of  Modem 
Society  and  Social  Thought  under  the  tutelage  of 
Professor  Dennis  McElrath,  now  retired  and  THD's 
new  Historian.  Aaron  added  a  minor  in  South  Asian 
Studies  after  an  extra-curricular  year  spent  mostly  in 
India  where  he  also  learned  to  speak  Nepali  and 
Urdu.  Aaron  and  Nancy,  an  attorney,  met  while  both 
were  working  for  the  Trust  for  Public  Land.  He  was 
also  director  of  the  Western  Conservation  Program 
for  American  Land  Conservancy,  and  is  now  a  self- 
employed  land  consultant  on  water  rights,  currently 
focusing  on  the  Piute  Indian  tribe  of  Nevada,  and  its 
pursuit  of  regaining  water  rights  to  Pyramid  Lake. 
Both  he  and  Nancy  also  work  for  Great  Basin  Land 


and  Water.  A  Berkeley  native,  Aaron  has  been  active 
in  THD  for  several  years.  Asked  how  he'll  find  time 
to  add  President's  duties  to  his  already  mindboggling 
schedule,  he  replies:  "Less  sleep!" 

Brendan  Kelly 

"Telegraph  Hill  is  an  amazing  neighborhood," 
enthuses  architect  Brendan  Kelly  whose  goals  as  a 
new  Board  member  include  helping  to  articulate  a 
better  understanding  of  what  THD  stands  for,  and 
why.  A  Hill  dweller  for  only  two  years,  Brendan 
joins  the  Board  via  the  Planning  &  Zoning 
Committee.  Soon  after  moving  here,  he  found  a 
membership  brochure  in  a  local  shop  and  decided 
THD  was  his  kind  of  organization.  His  outside  activ¬ 
ities  are  chosen  carefully,  because  a  heavy  work 
schedule  leaves  very  little  spare  time.  Employed  in 
the  San  Francisco  office  of  NBBJ,  the  country's  sec¬ 
ond  largest  architectural  firm,  Brendan  is  now  pro¬ 
ject  architect  for  renovating  the  Hearst  Memorial 
Building  at  UC  Berkeley.  "It  will  be  much  more 
beautiful  when  we're  finished  with  it,"  he  explains. 
"We're  taking  it  back  to  its  original  1902  condition, 
plus  seismic  upgrading,"  The  process  will  remove 
many  ill-conceived  changes  made  in  past  years.  A 
native  San  Franciscan,  Brendan  spent  his  teenage 
years  in  Seattle  and  graduated  from  Stanford  as  a 
civil  engineer.  After  several  years  working  overseas 
with  Bechtel  Construction,  he  returned  to  Seattle 
and  earned  a  Master's  in  Architecture  at  the 
University  of  Washington.  His  fiancee,  Kerry 
Morgan,  is  also  an  architect;  they  plan  a  wedding 
next  year.  Brendan  enjoys  sailing  on  the  Bay  and 
arguing  about  local  politics.  "I  want  to  be  Mayor 
some  day,"  he  declares,  tongue  in  cheek,  but  in  this 
City  anything  is  possible,  Brendan.  Go  for  it!!! 


continued  on  page  24 


Issue  Number  148  Summer  1999  •  Page  No  23 


1999  Summer  Reading 
Club  al  the  Public 
Library 

By  Jensa  Woo,  Children’s  Librarian,  North  Beach 
Public  Library 


"Thrills  and  Chills  at  the  Library"  is  the  theme  for  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library's  1999  Summer 
Reading  Club,  which  runs  June  5  to  August  7.  All 
children  through  age  13  who  join  the  club  will  receive 
small  incentive  prizes  for  reading,  and  upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  reading  for  8  or  more  hours,  will  receive  a  ter¬ 
rific  grand  prize,  such  as  tickets  to  a  Giants  game,  to 
the  San  Francisco  Zoo,  or  the  California  Academy  of 
Sciences.  The  North  Beach  Library  will  host  other 
special  programs  for  children,  including  the  follow¬ 
ing: 


Here's  Another  of  Life's 


L  I  I  I  L  E  Rewards. 


Now  there's  a  little  cook  in  everyone. 


Sign  up  for  the  hottest  new  event  in 
North  Beach.  Join  Chef  Jeffery  Hicks  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  every  month  for 
What's  Cooking"  classes.  Next  class  is 
March  21,  1-3  PM.  "Stuffed  Pastas- 
Whimsical  to  Traditional". 
Cooking  classes,  lunch 
and  wine  $25.  Call  now  434-2900. 
Monday  nights  are  "Jazz  at  Little  City". 
North  Beach  favorite  John  Coppola  and 
friends  jam  from  8:30-1 1 :30  PM. 
Telegraph  Hill  Residents-mention  the 
Semaphore  and  receive  a  complimentary 
dessert  or  glass  of  wine  at  lunch  or  dinner. 


L  I 


LE 


673  UNION  STREET  •  NORTH  BEACH  •  41S-434-2900 


June  22  "Kindermusik  with  Miss  Joanne"  at 
10:30  AM.  Ages  3  and  up. 

July  1  Back  by  popular  demand,  Singer  Bonnie 

Lockhart  returns  for  an  encore  performance 
at  10:30  AM.  Ages  3  and  up. 

July  22  The  theatrical  group  "Word  for  Word" 
makes  its  first  appearance  at  the  North 
Beach  Library  performing  the  folk  tale, 
"The  Devil's  Three  Gold  Hairs"  at 
2:30  PM.  Ages  6  and  up. 

July  28  Be  sure  to  arrive  early  to  join 

"Mr.  Science"  in  making  slime!  2:30  PM. 
Ages  6  and  up. 

Don’t  miss  out  on  lots-of-fun  happenings  this  sum¬ 
mer  at  the  library.  For  more  details  on  these  and 
other  programs,  call  me  at  274-0270. 


CARROLL'S 


c  BOOKS 

^  633  Vallejo  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


415  397-6364 
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WHO’S  NEW(S) 


continued  from  page  22 


Leo  McLaughlin 

When  Leo  decided  to  take  a  year's  leave  in  '95  from 
his  senior  management  position  at  FTP  Software  in 
Boston  he  didn't  expect  to  find  himself,  4  years  later, 
deeply  involved  in  a  neighborhood  organization  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  When  he  moved  here  in  '96,  he  heard 
about  THD  when  he  began  buying  and  renovating 
property.  The  proposed  condo  development  at  the 
end  of  Alta  Street  which  would  have  threatened  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden  pointed  Leo  toward  the 
Planning  &  Zoning  Committee  where  he  has  active¬ 
ly  joined  in  battle  against  the  development.  At  the 
same  time  he's  taking  first  steps  toward  renovating  a 
historic  (circa  1870-76)  cottage  on  Union  Street 
which  survived  major  earthquakes  and  a  facelift  of 
sorts  in  the  '20s.  Leo  grew  up  in  New  Jersey,  gradu¬ 
ating  from  Princeton  in  '87  with  degrees  in  electrical 
engineering  and  computer  science.  Silicon  Valley 
beckoned,  but  2  years  later  he  decided  to  move  to 
San  Francisco  and  do  a  reverse  commute.  He  estab¬ 
lished  a  West  Coast  branch  for  FTP  Software  and 


later  moved  back  east  where  he  became  the  compa¬ 
ny's  Senior  Manager  in  charge  of  Marketing,  Sales, 
Engineering  and  Investment  Relations.  He  shares  a 
home  on  Alta  Street  with  Staci  Shember,  Chair  of 
THD's  Neighborhood  Beautification  Committee.  An 
avid  reader  with  eclectic  tastes,  Leo  isn't  sure  where 
his  curiosity  and  wide-ranging  interests  will  eventu¬ 
ally  take  him.  However,  as  a  Board  member,  he's 
eager  to  encourage  cooperation  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  to  keep  North  Beach  a  neighbor¬ 
ly,  unique  place,  possibly  by  putting  stricter  controls 
on  sizes  of  new  businesses  and  by  keeping  out  chain 
stores. 

Rozell  Overmire 

The  team  of  Overmire  and  Overmire  is  one  of  THD's 
noteworthy  coups,  with  Peter  overseeing  our  popu¬ 
lar  web  site,  www.thd.org.,  and  Rozell  taking  over 
as  Financial  Secretary  in  charge  of  Membership 
activities.  A  native  San  Franciscan,  Rozell  grew  up 
near  Parnassus  Heights  and  majored  in  biology  at 
Humboldt  State.  A  former  marriage  took  her  to 
Chicago  where  she  acquired  a  teaching  degree  and 
worked  in  museum  education  departments,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  and  the  Shedd 
Aquarium.  Along  the  way  she  learned  signage  and 
helped  organize  programs  for  the  deaf.  Rozell 
moved  back  to  San  Francisco  nearly  twenty  years 
ago,  settled  on  the  Hill  and  married  Peter,  whom  she 
credits  as  the  catalyst  for  her  involvement  in  THD. 
She  was  a  docent  at  the  California  Academy  of 
Science  and  the  Legion  of  Honor  Museum  and  has 
completed  work  on  a  master's  degree  in  Museum 
Studies  at  JFK  University.  She  now  works  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  to  museums,  business  groups  and  private  col¬ 
lectors  inventorying  and  cataloguing  their  collec¬ 
tions.  As  for  her  unusual  name,  she  explains  that 
Rozell  is  a  modified  combination  of  her  parents' 
names-Rosebud  and  Howell.  She  and  Peter,  a  lin¬ 
guist,  are  frequent  travelers,  preferring  mountain 
areas  of  Europe,  South  America,  Japan  and  Nepal. 
Her  previous  contributions  to  THD  include  solicit- 


Issue  Number  148  Summer  1999  •  Page  No  25 


WHO’S  NEW(S)  continued. 

ing  ads  and  writing  for  The  Semaphore.  One  of 
her  goals  as  Financial  Secretary,  she  says,  is  to 
recruit  many  more  members. 

Audrey  Tomaselli 

She's  in  love  with  everything  about  the  Hill — the 
neighborhood,  friendly  people,  the  funny  little 
alleys  that  often  go  nowhere,  and  the  Italians 
who  remind  her  of  the  families  she  grew  up 
with  in  her  Brooklyn  Italian  neighborhood- 
their  esprit  de  corps  and  vibrancy.  A  new  Board 
member,  Audrey  has  found  her  place  to  be.  2 
years  ago  she  moved  into  the  late  Maggie 
Bayliss'  former  home  on  Gerke  Alley  where 
she's  slowly  but  carefully  restoring  the  gardens 
overgrown  among  the  "bones"  (foundations)  of 
the  original  SS  Peter  &  Paul  Church  which 
burned  down  in  1906.  Audrey  says  that  during 
her  digging,  she  sometimes  finds  "Maggie's 
footprints"— the  remains  of  the  former  garden. 
As  soon  as  she  settled  on  the  Hill  she  picked  up 
a  membership  brochure  at  Malvina's  Cafe  and 
joined  THD  on  the  spot.  She's  involved  with 
THD's  Oral  History  Project  and  has,  so  far, 
completed  4  interviews.  She  has  her  sights  set 
next  on  the  Planning  &  Zoning  Committee. 

Audrey’s  been  a  real  estate  salesperson,  a 
fashion  model,  and  she  owned  a  dress  shop  on 
Maiden  Lane.  While  married  to  her  second  hus¬ 
band,  Audrey  helped  him  with  his  mortgage 
banking  business.  Her  son,  Keith  Howard,  is 
now  an  artist  and  architect,  her  daughter,  Gina, 
attends  New  York  University.  She  was  bom  in 
Manhattan,  "On  Broadway,"  she  says,  attending 
the  State  University  of  New  York  before  mov¬ 
ing  to  New  England.  A  former  ballet  student, 
Audrey  attends  as  many  of  San  Francisco's 
dance  performances  as  she  can. 


Planning  and  Zoning 

continued  from  page  13 

sion.  In  the  meantime,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  passed 
an  interim  zoning  control  (the  Bierman  legislation) 
which  requires  any  project  that  eliminates  3  or  more 
units  of  housing  to  obtain  a  conditional  use  authorization 
from  the  Planning  Commission.  As  a  result  all  building 
permits  have  been  suspended  until  the  project  sponsor 
obtains  the  required  approvals. 

4.  262  Chestnut  Street.  The  Planning  Commission 
denied  the  request  for  Discretionary  Review  (DR)  filed 
by  7  nearby  neighbors  who  objected  to  the  proposal  to 
construct  a  two-unit  residential  structure  on  this  vacant 
lot.  THD  expressed  its  concern  that  the  proposed  struc¬ 
ture  will  shade  Jack  Early  Park  for  an  additional  one  to 
two  hours  during  the  morning  in  winter  months. 

5.  341-343  Lombard  Street.  The  P  &  Z  Committee 
heard  a  presentation  by  the  new  owners  for  proposed 
modifications  to  this  property  that  would  keep  the  large 
garden  in  the  front  of  the  lot  in  open  space  and  would 
retain  the  original  wooden  house  at  the  rear.  Proposed 
modifications  to  the  existing  house  primarily  consist  of 
the  removal  and  replacement  of  windows  and  internal 
remodeling.  The  proposal  will  also  increase  the  size  of 
the  existing  street-level  garage.  The  P  &  Z  Committee 
has  no  objections  to  this  project. 

6.  12  Reno  Place.  Over  a  year  ago,  THD  reported  the 
illegal  building  activity  at  this  site  to  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  which  resulted  in  the  suspension  of 
the  building  permit.  Now,  in  an  attempt  to  legalize  these 
rear  yard  additions,  the  owner  is  seeking  a  variance  from 
Code  restrictions,  and  on  April  28th  a  hearing  was  held 
by  the  Zoning  Administrator.  THD  opposed  the  granti¬ 
ng  of  the  variance  that  would  reward  the  owner  for  his 
illegal  activity.  The  Zoning  Administrator  will  conduct  a 
site  inspection  and  subsequently  issue  a  ruling. 

IV.  WATERFRONT 

Board  member  Leo  McLaughlin  is  representing  THD  on 
two  new  SF  Port  advisory  committees:  the  Pier  45 
Advisory  Committee  and  the  Northeast  Waterfront 
Advisory  Committee.  We  will  include  a  Waterfront 
report  in  the  next  addition  of  the  Semaphore. 
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Poetry  Is  filive  in  North  Bench 


By  Julie  M.  Christensen 

Gardner  Haskell,  Librarian  at  the  North  Beach  Public 
Library,  was  so  pleased  by  the  North  Beach  cross-sec¬ 
tion  of  enthusiastic  participants  in  his  April  27  poetry 
reading,  he ’s  planning  to  schedule  another  event. 

-Editor 

Once  upon  a  time,  beat  poets  and  want-to-be  poets 
sat  on  stools  in  dimly  lit,  subterranean  hangouts  and 
spewed  words  that  caused  shivers  in  both  their  admir¬ 
ers  and  arresting  officers.  Once  upon  a  time,  people 
passed  evenings  and  long  winter  afternoons  reading 
aloud,  transporting  their  grateful  listeners  to  other 
places  and  times.  Once  upon  a  time,  average  folks 
crammed  into  stuffy  rooms  to  listen  to  orators  and 
authors  expound  on  great  topics.  Long,  long  before 
radio,  movies,  television,  VCR’s,  and  video  games 
there  were  words  and  people  reading  the  words,  modu¬ 
lating  their  voices  like  instruments,  creating  something 
between  music  and  paintings. 

If  none  of  that  sounds  like  any  fun  to  you  at  all,  the 
open  mike  poetry  readings  at  the  North  Beach  Library 
on  April  27  might  not  have  been  your  cup  of  tea.  But 
for  those  who  came  to  sit  in  the  balmy  twilight  and  be 
bathed,  tickled,  surprised,  and  poked  by  words,  it  was 
a  singularly  indulgent  experience. 


CAMPBELL-THIEBAUD  GALLERY 

645  CHESTNUT  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 
TELEPHONE  (415)  441-8680 


Gardner  Haskell,  who  organized  the  event  as  part 
of  a  month-long  celebration  of  poetry,  provided  a  book 
of  poems  for  each  participant.  Mel  Clay,  whose  book 
Jazz,  Jail  and  God  chronicles  the  life  of  poet  Bob 
Kaufman,  emceed.  The  back  rows  were  filled  with  the 
grizzled  caretakers  of  North  Beach’s  beat  heritage, 
prodding  one  another  to  the  front,  whooping  their 
approval.  A  robust  black  man,  City  Lights  cap  on  his 
head,  read  of  the  reaction  of  a  son  to  a  mother’s  dying. 
As  counterpoint,  a  fragile  Asian  schoolgirl,  nudged 
toward  the  front  by  her  proud  family,  had  to  stand  on  a 
chair  and  crane  toward  the  mike  to  deliver  her  poem 
about  earth  and  sky  and  sea.  A  few  THD  regulars, 
whose  voices  I  know  from  countless  City  hearings, 
spoke  in  a  different  way  about  discovery  and  loss  and 
hope,  and  to  a  seemingly  more  appreciative  audience. 
A  lovely  African  American  girl  stretched  her  fingers 
and  elbows  in  rap  gestures  to  punctuate  the  staccato 
delivery  of  her  piece,  Silent  Scream.  A  woman  who 
asked  to  read  from  her  chair  began  in  a  shy  quaver  but 
was  more  and  more  swept  up  in  the  words  until  she  fin¬ 
ished  with  something  that  was  almost  bravura.  There 
were  poems  about  nature  and  reveries,  about  cancer 
and  Castro,  about  samurai  and  caterpillars,  poems  that 
have  been  reprinted  hundreds  of  times  and  poems  we 
may  never  hear  again. 

It  was  luxurious!  Each  reading  was  a  gift  from  its 
presenter,  flashing  with  bits  of  insight  about  life,  about 
the  reader.  But  it  would  be  unfair  to  Gardner  to 
describe  this  as  an  evening  of  nostalgia.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  anything  that  week  gave  me  hope  for  the  future 
it  was  this  crazy  mix  of  ages  and  races  and  occupations, 
sitting  in  a  neighborhood  where  poetry  matters,  sharing 
their  passions.  I  went  home  and  poured  through  books 
I  hadn’t  opened  in  a  while,  not  even  stopping  to  realize 
that  this  was  undoubtedly  part  of  Gardner’s  clever  plot. 

Gardner  wasn’t  sure  if  the  next  reading  would  be 
a  year  from  now  or  a  quarter  year.  My  earnest  advise  is 
this:  Encourage  him  to  do  it  again  soon;  Check  to  see 
when  the  next  reading  will  be;  Pick  out  your  favorite 
poem;  And  show  up! 
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Photo  of  Angela  Buonaugurio  and  Maryjane  Gallagher  at  Mail  Boxes  Etc.  by  Sheila  Black 


If  you  really  pay  attention 
to  your  expectation  when 
you  walk  up  to  the 
counter,  versus  how  you  feel 
when  you  leave  Mail  Boxes, 

Etc.  on  Columbus  Avenue  (at 
Bay  Street),  you  may  notice 
some  difference  in  your  out¬ 
look  on  the  day— probably 
something  akin  to  a  small 
unexplainable  tinge  of  satis¬ 
faction,  a  little  more  confi¬ 
dence  and  trust  in  the  human 
race.  You'll  undoubtedly  be 
even  gladder  that  you  live  in 
the  neighborhood. 

I  believe  you  may  have 
this  experience  because  what 
propels  franchise  owners 
Angela  Buonaugurio  and 
Maryjane  Gallagher  is  the  result  of  many  years  of  hard 
work  and  paying  careful  attention  to  people,  mixed 
with  a  whiff  of  magic  dust.  They  honest-to-god  seem 
to  care  about  whether  they  do  a  good  job,  and  whether 
you  come  back.  They  will  absolutely  be  polite  and 
efficient;  they're  likely  to  smile  if  you  make  eye  con¬ 
tact,  and  they  often  offer  lollipops  and  cookies  to  cus¬ 
tomers. 

A  lifetime  before  they  reconnected  5  years  ago  in 
the  wake  of  change,  Maryjane  and  Angela  were  high 
school  buddies  somewhere  near  the  George 
Washington  Bridge  in  Ft.  Lee,  N.  J.  Angela  stayed  in 
the  east,  became  a  social  worker,  married  and  put  her 
kids  through  college.  Maryjane  migrated  west  and 
ended  up  working  17  years  as  a  manager  for  the  Bay 
Area's  Enviromental  Defense  Fund.  Both  got  burned 
out  and  looked  for  new  directions.  When  Angela 
launched  her  new  life  and  moved  to  San  Francisco,  she 
and  Maryjane  decided  they  balanced  each  other  well 
enough  to  possibly  work  together.  Interestingly,  both 
had  different,  but  fairly  extensive  experience  with  the 
services  of  Mail  Boxes,  Etc.  They  researched  the  com¬ 
pany  and  discovered  that  its  theory  of  success  is 
defined  by  teamwork,  a  welcome  notion,  especially 
when  lifting  an  80-pound  box. 

They  went  to  franchisee  meetings,  became  con¬ 


vinced  this  business  could  work  for  them,  and  started 
looking  for  an  optimal  location.  They  found  their 
space,  a  little  farther  from  Washington  Square  than 
they  preferred,  but  within  comfort  range,  where  there 
is  easy  parking— a  big  plus  for  a  small  business.  Proof 
they'd  made  the  right  decision  came  when,  after  work¬ 
ing  6-day  weeks  for  many  months,  they  had  to  hire 
employees,  one  full-time  and  one  part-time.  Residents 
and  businesses  have  started  to  realize  what  a  gem  they 
have  in  the  neighborhood. 

Angela  and  Maryjane  will  accept  the  smallest  job, 
but  they  offer  a  full  service  operation  for  "road  war¬ 
riors"  —computer  work,  station  rental  and  color  copier. 
In  most  cases  (excluding  dictation  and  typing),  you 
can  do  the  work  or  they  will,  often  without  extra 
charge.  You  can  rent  a  mailbox  and,  for  a  very  small, 
mostly  refundable,  charge  get  a  24-hour  key  to  the 
front  door.  Now,  where  else  can  you  get  a  deal  like 
that? 

These  women  and  their  business,  conveniently 
located  at  Columbus  Avenue  at  Bay  Street,  are  local 
treasures.  They  believe  in  community  support  and  feel 
lucky  to  be  here.  We're  lucky  to  have  them.  Stop  by 
and  introduce  yourself,  the  next  time  you  want  to  mail 
a  package  or  change  your  outlook  on  life. 
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North  Beach  Commercial  District  Survey 

By  Nancy  Shanahan,  Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  Chair 


Perhaps  it’s  the  strong  economy  or  the  relaxed  regu¬ 
latory  climate  of  the  Brown  Administration  that  is 
causing  more  change  than  usual  to  the  composition 
of  the  neighborhood’s  commercial  district. 
Opinions  may  vary.  Some  of  the  changes  may  be  for 
the  better,  some  for  the  worse.  But  we’ve  heard 
many  complaints  about  the  proliferation  of  restau¬ 
rants  and  the  loss  of  neighborhood  serving  business¬ 
es  (one  THD  member  summed  it  up  by  saying  that 
North  Beach  is  becoming  to  restaurants  what  Colma 
is  to  dead  people).  Every  vacant  retail  space  seems 
to  turn  into  a  new  restaurant  overnight.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  small-scale  storefronts  are  being  consolidated 
to  accommodate  larger  uses,  usually  restaurant  uses. 
The  neighborhood’s  economic  vibrancy  has  made 
North  Beach  attractive  to  national  chains  such  as 
Rite  Aid  and  Chevy’s  Fuzio  chain  which  threaten  to 
take  us  down  the  slippery  slope  of  chain  store  pro¬ 
liferation  that  the  Chestnut  Street  neighborhood 
commercial  district  has  gone  down  over  the  last 
decade. 

In  response  to  these  kinds  of  concerns, 
Supervisor  Mark  Leno,  in  the  fall  of  1998,  floated 
the  idea  of  imposing  a  moratorium  on  new  restau¬ 
rants  and  restricting  chain  stores  in  North  Beach  to 
allow  time  to  figure  out  whether  permanent  legisla¬ 
tive  solutions  would  be  appropriate.  In  addition  to 
exploring  legislative  solutions,  the  Planning  and 
Zoning  Committee  has  been  pondering  ways  to 
attract  small  scale  neighborhood-serving  businesses 
of  the  type  that  would  help  to  maintain  the  character 
and  balance  out  the  retail  uses  in  the  area. 

In  early  1999  THD  began  an  effort  to  determine 
precisely  what  the  current  composition  of  business¬ 
es  in  the  area  is,  and  how  the  mix  of  commercial 
business  has  changed  over  the  last  decade.  Stashed 
away  in  THD’s  archives  we  uncovered  a  similar  sur¬ 
vey  which  THD  completed  in  1986.  The  1986  sur¬ 
vey  includes  a  photograph  of  each  business  and  its 


location  as  it  existed  at  that  time.  This  earlier  effort 
in  1986  helped  lead  to  the  enactment  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1987  of  the  North  Beach 
Neighborhood  Commercial  District  (NBNCD) 
Ordinance.  The  ordinance  permits  certain  types  of 
uses,  prohibits  others  and  requires  conditional  use 
authorizations  from  the  Planning  Commission  for 
certain  other  uses,  late  hours,  and  new  uses  above 
2,500  square  feet. 

To  update  the  survey,  members  of  THD’s 
Planning  &  Zoning  Committee  fanned  out  around 
the  neighborhood  and  surveyed  the  417  business 
within  the  NBNCD  boundaries  which  encompasses 
most  of  the  commercial  establishments  to  the  north 
of  Broadway  (which  is  in  its  own  district)  including 
Columbus  Ave.,  Grant  Ave.,  Powell,  Green,  Vallejo 
and  Stockton  Streets.  Committee  members  are  in 
the  process  of  scanning  all  of  the  photos  from  the 
1986  survey  onto  a  computer  disk  and  taking  1999 
photos  of  each  of  the  same  storefronts.  We  thought 
you  would  find  some  of  the  survey  results  interest¬ 
ing.  If  you  want  a  copy  of  the  complete  survey, 
please  come  to  the  next  Planning  &  Zoning 
Committee  meeting. 

Here  are  some  of  the  results. 

Between  1986  when  the  first  survey  was  completed 
and  1999: 

•  Vacancies  have  decreased  24%  from  a  total  of  46 
to  35 

•  Full  Service  Restaurants  have  increased  23%  from 
57  to  70  (This  number  does  not  take  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  fact  that  15  restaurants  expanded  into  adja¬ 
cent  non-restaurant  spaces  which  reflects  a  total  of 
28  storefronts  which  changed  to  restaurant  use  from 
a  different  retail  use  since  1986.  Therefore,  the 
number  of  retail  spaces  occupied  by  full  service 
restaurants  has  increased  by  50%. ) 
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Commercial  District  Survey 


•  Small  Self-Service  Restaurants  (such  as  delis,  ice¬ 
cream,  sandwich  shops,  bakeries)  have  increased 
19%  from  16  to  19 


to  23. 

•  Financial  Services  (banks)  have  decreased  22% 
from  9  to  7. 


•  Household  goods  and  services  (paint,  fixtures  and 
hardware)  have  decreased  50%  from  4  to  2. 

•  Movie  Theaters  have  decreased  100%  from  1  to  0 
(the  Pagoda  Palace). 

•  Gas  stations  have  decreased  50%  from  2  to  1. 

•  Books,  stationary,  music  and  sporting  goods  stores 
have  decreased  29%  from  7  to  5. 

•  Light  manufacturing  (includes  garment  manufac¬ 
turing  and  food  preparation)  and  wholesaling  has 
decreased  52%  from  23  to  11. 


•  Mortuaries  have  remained  steady  (just  one  -  the 
Green  Street  Mortuary). 

•  The  survey  also  reveals  that  between  1986  and 
1999  a  total  of  19  storefront  consolidations  occurred 
(where  two  or  more  small  storefronts  were  consoli¬ 
dated  to  accommodate  use  by  larger  businesses). 

We  urge  anyone  with  ideas,  or  time  to  commit  to  this 
effort  and  particularly  anyone  with  experience  in 
commercial  leasing,  to  come  to  a  Planning  and 
Zoning  meeting 


•  Professional  or  business  service  (real  estate,  archi¬ 
tects,  legal,  insurance,  and  travel  service)  has 
increased  21%  from  33  to  40. 

•  Self-service  laundromats  and  dry  cleaning  stores 
have  increased  86%  from  7  to  13. 

•  Personal  services  (beauty  salons,  nail  polishing, 
tatoos,  dance,  exercise)  have  increased  35%  from  17 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1 660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  941 33 

(41 5)  981 -4220 


What 
San  Francisco 
Is  Coming  To. 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 
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Landmark  Celebrates  150  Years 


By  Patricia  Cady 


St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church,  dedicated  1849. 


IT  STARTED  AS  CALIFORNIA’S  FIRST  PARISH  CHURCH, 
actually  the  only  church  between  Mexico  and 
Oregon.  Missions,  like  Mission  Dolores,  were 
established  in  California  in  the  1700s  by  Spanish  cler¬ 
gy;  religious  services  were  held  in  private  chapels,  in 
Spanish.  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  Church  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1849  by  French  Canadian  Fathers  Jean 
Baptiste  Brouillet  and  Antoine  Langlois  from  the 
Diocese  of  Oregon  City.  Oregon's  Archbishop  sent 
them  to  care  for  the  vast  number  of  Oregonians  drawn 
to  California  by  the  Gold  Rush. 


The  Presidio's  Commandant  dispatched  men  and 
lumber  to  the  church's  present  site  at  Vallejo  Street  and 
Columbus  (then  Montgomery)  Avenue  where  a  small 
wood  frame  building  was  constructed.  Masses  were 
said  downstairs,  the  priests  lived  upstairs.  From  their 
windows  they  viewed  the  incredible  day-and-night 
enterprise  of  raising  a  new  city  on  mud  and  dust  as  the 
country's  first  great  migration  played  out  before  them. 
A  Mass  was  celebrated  on  June  17,  1849.  The  church 
was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Joseph  Alemany  who  used  it 
as  the  diocese's  cathedral  until  Saint  Mary's  (now  Old 
Saint  Mary's  on  California  Street  at  Grant  Avenue) 
was  completed  in  1854.  Then,  as  now,  San  Francisco's 
first  parish  was  multi-ethnic.  Father  Langlois  gave 
homilies  in  3  languages,  English,  Spanish  and  French. 
Arriving  priests  spoke  Chinese  and  Italian. 

The  wood  structure  was  replaced  by  a  fireproof 
adobe  building.  In  1857  new  pastor.  Father  Peter 
Maganotto,  planned  a  new  church.  It  was  built  around 
the  adobe,  which  continued  in  use  until  construction 
was  complete.  The  present  Norman  Gothic  form  of  the 
church  was  dedicated  in  1860  and  is,  remarkably,  still 
standing.  The  interior  was  destroyed  by  the  1906  fire, 
but  the  brick  walls  and  towers  withstood  the  quake. 
Restored  within  the  original  walls,  steel  -reinforced,  it 
stands  undamaged  by  subsequent  (including  the  Loma 
Prieta)  earthquakes.  The  church  we  see  today  was  ded¬ 
icated  in  1919  by  Archbishop  Edward  Hanna.  Inside, 
the  frescoes  illustrating  the  life  of  Francis  were  paint¬ 
ed  by  Luigi  Brusatori  who  arrived  from  Italy  in  1915 
to  fresco  the  interior  of  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  then 
the  church. 

For  many  years  the  Church  of  St.  Francis  was  at 
the  center  of  activity,  only  blocks  from  the  bustling 
waterfront  and  the  risque  attractions  of  the  Barbary 
Coast.  Beat  poets  read  their  works  from  the  steps, 
once  dominated  by  a  large  statue  of  St.  Francis  donat¬ 
ed  by  local  sculptor,  Beniamino  Bufano,  which  is  now 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  I.L.W.U.  property  near 
the  Wharf.  (If  you  know  what  became  of  other  works 
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Bufano  donated  to  the  church,  call  Danny  Leone  at 
989-2220,  he's  helping  the  friars  track  and  collect  his¬ 
toric  objects,  including  photographs.) 

The  1852  ordination  of  San  Francisco's  first  priest 
took  place  at  St.  Francis,  of  a  man  named  John  Quinn- 
-ironically,  the  name  of  the  man  who  would  close  the 
church  142  years  later.  In  the  early  1990s  Archbishop 
John  Quinn  (retired)  directed  closures  of  several  local 
churches,  among  them  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  (the 
"Spanish"  church  on  Broadway  at  Mason,  now  St. 
Mary's  Chinese  Catholic  School);  St.  Brigid  on  Van 
Ness  at  Broadway  (still  closed),  and  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  a  longtime  City  and  California  Landmark.  It 
astonished  the  neighborhood  to  see  how  quickly  the 
vacated  building,  denied  normal  maintenance, 
declined.  Lack  of  night  lighting  provided  cover  for 
drug  dealers  and  drinkers.  Down-and-outers  stored 
belongings  behind  the  railings  of  the  steps  where  they 
slept.  The  closing  of  the  church  seemed  to  parallel  a 
temporary  decline  in  the  local  economy.  High  rents  in 
North  Beach  forced  out  family-owned  restaurants  and 
favorite  shops.  Residents  feared  that  chain  stores  and 
banks  would  move  into  shuttered  storefronts.  Another 
Archbishop  from  Oregon  came  on  the  scene.  William 
Levada,  who  replaced  John  Quinn,  reopened  St. 
Francis'  Church,  a  resurrection  that  paralleled  the 
comeback  of  the  neighborhood  which  had  started  to 
attract  young  entrepreneurs.  On  February  22,  1998, 
Archbishop  Levada  presided  over  the  dedication  of 
the  old  church  as  a  new  Shrine— the  only  Shrine  of  St. 


Francis  outside  of  our  sister  city,  Assisi,  Italy. 

No  longer  a  parish  church,  the  Shrine  has  no  set  con¬ 
gregation.  Instead,  it  is  a  place  of  pilgrimage,  or  med¬ 
itation  and  respite,  for  people  of  all  faiths,  welcoming 
tourists  from  around  the  world  and  locals  who  wander 
in.  Habit-clad  friars  of  the  Conventual  Franciscans  of 
California  renovated  the  interior-the  space  is  quiet, 
reflective,  and  warm,  and  they  filled  it  with  music. 
Live  or  recorded  music  is  part  of  the  visitor's  experi¬ 
ence,  particularly  on  Sundays  during  services  at  12:15 
and  3:15— at  4:00,  there's  a  free  concert.  The  old 
steeple  bell  is  still  rung  by  hand,  the  rope  usually 
pulled  by  Director  of  Music  and  Liturgy,  John  Renke, 
just  before  he  turns  to  play  the  venerable  1926 
Schoenstein  organ  for  which  the  church  provides  a 
near-perfect  acoustic  environment.  Matched  voices  of 
the  resident  Schola  Cantorum  singers  convince  listen¬ 
ers  that  they  have,  finally,  found  themselves  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time. 

June  12  marks  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  an  event  which  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  annual  North  Beach  Festival.  Visit  the 
Medieval  venue  and  performance  stage  in  front  of  the 
Shrine  church,  where  old  photos  and  objects  will  be 
displayed  downstairs.  The  hospitable,  knowledgeable 
Friars  will  answer  questions  about  the  church,  and  its 
unexpected  renaissance  as  a  nourishing,  tranquil 
haven  in  the  historic  heart  of  this  remarkable  City  of 
Saint  Francis. 


<Jo3 


Hanna  Chedyak 


1300  Kearny 

415-781-8817  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
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By  Mark  Bittner 


Editor's  note.,  Mark  didn't  title  this  article  in  which 
he  says  goodbye  to  Telegraph  Hill.  Nor  can  /, 
because  I'm  as  sorry  as  everyone  else  to  see  him 
leave.  Mark  asks  neighbors  who  are  on  the  net  to 
post  flock  sighting  reports  to  the  parrots'  web  site 
so  that  the  site  continues  as  a  vital  resource  for 
everyone  interested  in  the  birds.  Post  to 
http://www.  wildparrots.com. 


IT  WAS  BORN  OF  SIMPLE 
curiosity.  What  were  wild 
parrots  doing  in  San 
Francisco?  At  first,  I  simply 
wanted  to  discover  what 
species  they  were.  But  my 
curiosity  grew.  Every  answer 
prompted  new  questions. 

Before  long,  I  was  watching 
them  through  a  window  as 
they  ate  from  a  bowl  on  my 
fire  escape.  At  that  point,  it 
was  what  you  might  call  a 
hobby.  The  only  tools  I  need¬ 
ed  were  a  bowl  and  a  bag  of 
sunflower  seeds.  Months 
later,  I  found  myself  out  on 
the  fire  escape  with  them,  and 
the  parrots  were  eating  from 
my  hand.  Still  a  hobby,  but  a 
decidedly  unique  one.  A 
neighbor  had  been  telling  me 
for  months  that  I  should  be 
taking  notes.  I  kept  telling 
her,  "Yes,  I  probably  should." 

But  I  never  did  anything  about  it.  So  she  gave  me  a 
notebook.  I  soon  had  enough  notes  to  write  an  arti¬ 
cle.  Someone  else  said,  "If  you're  going  to  write 
about  them,  you  need  a  computer."  So  he  gave  me 
his  old  one.  Neighbors  lent  me  cameras  so  that  I 
could  take  photos  of  the  birds.  One  day,  someone 
came  to  my  door  and  asked  if  I  had  any  slides.  I  told 


her,  "Yes,  many."  She  said,  "You  should  be  doing 
slide  shows,  then.  I'll  set  some  up  for  you."  At  one 
slide  show,  someone  approached  me  with  an  offer  to 
set  up  a  web  site  for  the  flock.  Okay.  Through  anoth¬ 
er  slide  show,  I  met  a  filmmaker  who  wanted  to  doc¬ 
ument  the  birds.  When  this  was  simply  a  hobby,  I 
didn't  need  any  help.  But  it  eventually  became  a  pro¬ 
ject,  an  endeavor.  Too  often,  tales  are  told  of  people 
who  think  they've  accom¬ 
plished  something  grand  all  on 
their  own.  I  don't  believe 
them.  Nobody  can  do  any¬ 
thing  worthwhile  without  the 
help  of  others.  An  amazing 
number  of  people  have  assist¬ 
ed  me  with  this  project.  I  have 
deep  gratitude  to  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers,  both  to  the 
organization  and  to  individual 
members.  It  is  not  a  polite 
exaggeration  to  say  that  I 
could  not  have  done  this  with¬ 
out  your  help.  It  is  true.  Thank 
you.  And  so  my  window  into 
the  lives  of  these  birds  must 
close  now.  As  fascinating  as 
the  endeavor  has  been,  I  could 
not  continue  it  indefinitely.  I 
have  no  regrets,  but  I  will  miss 
the  parrots  and  my  good 
neighbors.  It  will  be  strange 
not  to  know  from  day  to  day 
what  is  happening  within  the 
flock,  not  to  know  the  fates  of 
the  individual  birds  to  whom  I've  become  so  close— 
Connor,  Fanny,  Olive,  Pushkin,  Picasso,  Sophie  and 
all  the  rest.  But  I  believe  that  it's  for  the  best.  They 
were  once  a  great  mystery  to  me,  and  to  mystery 
they  shall  return  now.  I  think  that  this  honors  their 
wildness.  May  their  magic  continue  to  grace 
Telegraph  Hill  for  many  years  to  come. 


t’hoto  of  two  of  Telegraph  Hill's  wild  parrots  by  Mark  Bittner. 
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Drawing  of  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti,  who 
turns  80  this  year,  by  the  late  great  Sam 
Provenzano  -  -  at  Blanche ’s  Restaurant  in 
1977.  Courtesy  of  Washington  Square  Gallery 


President’s  Letter 

continued  from  page  5 


What  began  for  us  as  an  abiding  concern  that  we  pre¬ 
serve  what’s  best  about  the  neighborhood  (in  the  face  of  a 
booming  economy,  the  construction  that  accompanies  it 
and  a  permissive  regulatory  climate)  has  enriched  us  by 
deepening  our  understanding  of  this  historic  neighborhood 
and  connecting  us  more  closely  with  our  neighbors.  I  am 
touched  by  their  collegiality,  friendship  and  generosity  of 
spirit. 

THD’s  45-year  legacy  on  behalf  of  the  neighborhood 
is  formidable  --  formidable  not  only  in  what  we  have  pre¬ 
served  (like  the  Grace  Marchant  Gardens)  and  the  disas¬ 
trous  projects  we  have  successfully  thwarted  (like  free¬ 
ways  along  the  waterfront,  high  rises  on  Telegraph  Hill, 
chain  stores  in  North  Beach,  etc.)  —  but  also  for  the  role 
THD  and  its  members  have  played  in  making  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  more  livable  in  ways  big  and  small  (planting  350 
trees,  refurbishing  parks,  acknowledging  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  greats,  recording  oral  histories,  etc.). 

I  am  fortunate  to  have  inherited  a  fiscally  sound  orga¬ 
nization,  a  committed  hard  working  board,  and  an 
involved  membership.  I  particularly  want  to  acknowledge 
Gerry  Crowley,  for  the  phenomenal  amount  of  time  she 
has  devoted  to  THD  and  our  neighborhood  over  the  last 
two  years  as  president. 

There  are  more  than  600  members  of  THD.  I  along 
with  the  other  16  members  of  THD’s  board  want  to  hear 
from  you.  What  do  you  want  THD  to  do?  What  would 
you  like  THD  to  do  differently?  Do  you  have  a  special 
neighborhood  project  you  want  to  pursue?  Let  us  know 
what  you  think:  Please  take  a  minute  and  fill  out  the  mem¬ 
bership  survey  in  the  center  of  the  Semaphore  and  fax  it 
back  or  send  it  in.  And  by  all  means  please  feel  free  to 
contact  me  or  any  of  the  other  board  members.  If  you  are 
interested  in  getting  involved  with  a  committee,  call  the 
committee  chair  listed  in  the  Semaphore.  If  you  want  to 
know  more  about  a  special  project  or  issue  call  a  board 
member  or  committee  chair  and  sit  down  with  him  or  her 
over  a  cup  of  coffee  (or  a  drink). 

And  feel  free  to  call  me.  My  phone  number  is  986- 
7014,  and  my  email  address  is  <landh2o@sirius.com>. 
Nancy  and  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  live  and  work  in  the 
neighborhood,  so  we’re  almost  always  around. 


k  0 

ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 

Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“ Old  World  Craftmanship”  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 
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See  You  at  the  Street  Fair.  June  12-13 

The  45th  Annual  North  Beach  Festival  is  the  oldest  urban  street  fair  in  the  country.  The 
free  event  takes  place  Saturday/Sunday  10  AM-6  PM  on  the  1200-1500  blocks  of  Grant 
Avenue,  the  500  blocks  of  Green  and  Vallejo  Streets,  and  in  Washington  Square  Park. 

Highlights  include: 

Blessing  of  the  Animals  Saturday  at  2:00  PM  in  the  Piazza  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Church  at  Columbus  and  Vallejo,  where  the  venue  will  be  distinctly  Medieval  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  150th  anniversary  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church/Shrine.  This  is  the  church 
that  witnessed  the  Gold  Rush,  the  Barbary  Coast,  the  Beatniks,  the  massive  Italian 
immigration  and  more.  Now  a  national  shrine. 

•Gourmet  Food  Marketplace  (Washington  Square). 

•Original  Arts  and  Crafts.  (Upper  Grant  Avenue  and  Green  Street). 

•"The  Beat  Rolls  On"— poetry  and  jazz  (Grant  Avenue  at  Columbus). 

•Publishers  and  Booksellers  (Washington  Square). 

•Arte  di  Gesso :  Street  chalk  art.  (Green  Street  near  Columbus) 

•Swing  Stage  with  Dance  Floor  (Green  Street  at  Columbus) 

•Main  Stage  features  jazz  and  blues  musicians  (Washington  Square). 

•Al  Fresco  Foods  and  Beverages:  Popular  North  Beach  restaurants  and  specialty 
caterers  will  cook  at  locations  around  the  fair  site. 

On  the  stage  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Piazza  —both  days: 

10  AM  Resident  Franciscan  Friars  introduce  a  new  fresco-making  project. 

10:30  Performance  by  medieval  troupe  Commedia  dellArte.* 

11:30  Performance  by  flag  throwers  from  Assisi,  Italy.* 

2  PM  Saturday,  Blessing  of  the  Animals 
Sunday,  Puppet  Show 
*Repeated  approx  3:00  PM,  5:00  PM 

Inside  the  church— view  a  new  exhibit  of  historic  local  photos  and  memorabilia.  Enjoy 
an  always-free  4:00  PM  Sunday  concert  and  (this  weekend  only)  an  organ  concert  on 
Saturday  at  4:00,  and  a  special  Anniversary  Year  concert  at  8:00  PM. 
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THD  Committees  Need  You... 


You  can  make  a  difference! 

Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fellow 
Hill  Dwellers  to  improve  life  on 
the  Hill. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Parking  and  Transportation. 

Chair,  Howard  Wong,  982-5055. 
Promotes  efforts  to  ease  conges¬ 
tion,  optimize  white  zones, 
upgrade  public  transportation. 
Works  with  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Chair 
Nancy  Shanahan,  986-7094. 
Monitors  and  reviews  proposed 
development  projects  for  consis¬ 
tency  with  applicable  City  ordi¬ 
nances.  Works  with  Planning 
Department  staff  and  represents 
THD  before  the  Landmarks 
Board,  Planning  Commission, 
Zoning  Administrator  and  other 
regulating  bodies  to  protect  his¬ 
toric  resources  and  maintain 
neighborhood  character.  Assists 
members  to  learn  more  about  and 
participate  in  planning  and  zon¬ 
ing  issues.  Waterfront  sub¬ 
committee:  Chair  Leo 
McLaughlin,  434-4625. 

Semaphore.  Editor  Patricia 
Cady,  397-2175.  The  editor  and 
staff  produce  a  quarterly  maga¬ 
zine  for  THD  members. 

Social  and  Program.  Chair 
Mary  Purdy-Read,  433-9626. 
Arranges  social  events,  including 
quarterly  membership  meetings 


and  get  acquainted  social  func¬ 
tions. 

Budget.  Chair  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  Chair  Rozell 
Overmire,  989-3945.  As  pre¬ 
scribed  in  bylaws  for  Financial 
Secretary. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES  AND 

PROJECTS 

Friends  of  Washington  Square. 

Chair  Gerry  Crowley,  781-4201. 
Ongoing  project  to  ensure  ade¬ 
quate  maintenance  and  lighting 
for  our  famous  park. 

Neighborhood  Beautification. 

Chair  Staci  Shember,  434-4625. 
Vice  Chair,  Suzanne  Nelson, 
986-6210  Creates  opportunities 
to  improve,  beautify  and  preserve 
the  Hill.  Through  its  awards  pro¬ 
gram,  recognizes  residents  and 
businesses  who  enhance  our 
neighborhood.  Facilitates 
cleanup,  gardening  and  grafitti 
removal. 

Oral  History  Project.  Chair 
Dennis  McElrath,  397-0201. 
Taped  interviews  provide  histori¬ 
cal  documentation  of 
living/working  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Chair  Howard  Wong, 
982-5055.  Work  party  volunteers 
and  pro  bono  experts  enhance  the 


open  space  around  Coit  Tower, 
improving  accessibility  and  safe¬ 
ty  through  planning,  landscaping 
and  fundraising. 

THD  Web  Page.  Webmaster 
Peter  Overmire,  989-3945. 
Shared  information  about  meet¬ 
ings,  local  concerns  and  events. 

LIAISONS  WITH  OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods  and  S.  F.  neigh¬ 
borhoods  alliance  for  political 
awareness.  Representative  Gerry 
Crowley,  781-4201.  City-wide 
organizations  interact  with  other 
neighborhoods  to  discuss  com¬ 
mon  problems. 

N.E.R.T.  Representative  June 
Fraps,  392-1187.  Energizes 
members  to  take  emergency  dis¬ 
aster  response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 

North  Beach  Coalition, 

Representative  Arthur  Chang, 
331-9595  X  733.  Joins  local 
neighborhood  organizations, 
school  districts  and  TelHi  Center 
to  focus  on  issues  related  to  chil¬ 
dren,  senior,  recreation  and  open 
space  needs. 

Police  Liaison  Committee. 

Chair,  Dale  Weidmer,  781-4201. 
Serves  as  liaison  between  THD 
and  Central  Station  on  matters  of 
mutual  interest  and  concern. 


THD  CALENDAR 

•  2nd  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  July  10.  August 
14.  September  1 1 .  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more  informa 
tion  call  552-7774. 

•  June  12-13.  North  Beach  Festival.  Visit  Thd’s  booth. 

•  Monday,  July  12.  General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting.  Time 
and  location  on  postcard  invitation. 

•  September  20,  7:00  PM  at  Tel-Hi  Center.  Greg  Garr’s  slide 
show  of  historic  San  Francisco  photographs.  (Story  in 
Fall  Semaphore.) 

Schedules  of  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning:  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and  location. 
986-7070. 

Parking  &  Transportation:  2nd  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at  Little  City 
Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

Neighborhood  Beautification:  1st  Mondays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  434-4625. 

Friends  of  Washington  Square:  2nd  Tuesdays  at  8  AM.  Call  to 
confirm  meeting.  982-3314. 

Call  Chairs  or  Representatives  (Page  35)  for  meeting  information 
about  committees  not  listed  above. 
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